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Notice

The Circular issued by the Bar Council of India dated 17th July, 2026, regarding the
maintenance of dignity, professional restraint and ethical standards by advocates, law students and
interns, with particular reference to social media conduct, digital ethics, court decorum,
confidentiality and professional responsibility, is hereby forwarded to all faculty members,
B.ALLLB., LLB.,LLM. and Ph.D. students of the Department of Laws, Himachal Pradesh
University, Shimla, School of Legal Studies, H.P.U. Regional Centre, Dharamshala, Himachal
Pradesh University Institute of Legal Studies (HPUILS), Ava Lodge, Shimla, and to all private law
institutions affiliated with H.P. University for information, wide circulation and immediate
compliance. All concerned are directed to carefully read and strictly adhere to the guidelines
contained therein, with particular attention to the responsible use of social media, prohibition of
misuse of court premises and interference with Judicial proceedings, protection of professional
identity and client confidentiality, responsible dissemination of legal content, and the handling and
prohibition of artificial intelligence-generated material, deepfakes, voice-cloned audio and other
synthetic or manipulated content. The Heads/Principals/Directors/Chairman of the aforesaid
institutions shall ensure that the Circular is brought to the notice of every faculty member, research
scholar, student and intern for strict compliance in letter and spirit.
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Prof.Lalit Dadwal
Dean Faculty of Law

Chairman Department of Laws,

H.P.University,Shimla -5.
Copyto:

I. Director of UILS, Ava Lodge, Shimla, for further n/a please.
2. Director/Principal, School of Legal Studies, Regional Centre Dharamshala, for further n/a please.
3. Principal(s) of all private law institutions affiliated with H.P.University, Shimla-5, for further n/a

please.
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Prof.Lalit Dadwal
Dean Faculty of Law
Chairman Department of Laws,
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BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA

(Atalutory Bedy Constituted under the Advocatos Act, 1661
21, Rouse Avenue Instilubonal Aroa. Menr Bal Bhawan, Naw Dafhi - 110002

CIRCULAR

BCI:D: 4657/2026
Diate: 17.07.2026

To,

The Chairman/Secretaries of all State Bar Councils;
The Presidents/Secrelaries of all Bar Associations;

All Vice-Chancellory/RegistraryDeanyPrincipalyDirectors/ Heads of
Contres of Legal Education;

All Senior Advocates, Advocates, law firms, chambern, legal offices,
internship coordinators and legal content croators;

% All law students, inlermns, research scholar, students enrolled in LL.B.,

LL.M., Ih.D), certificale, diploma and other law related courves:

6. All social media intermediaries and digital platforms, for information
and cooperation wherever offending content concerning Courts,
Jadges, Advocates, litigants, Court proceedings or the legal profession
in hosted or circulated;

e

o

Sub. Circular regarding maintenance of dignity, restraint and
professional ethics in the use of social media by Advocates, law
students and interns; and against making reels/videos, sensational
clips or disparaging social media content relating to Court premises,
Courl proceedings, chambers, judicial hearings, live-streamed
proceedings and professional work.

ANDMandatory ‘standalone affidavit al the slage of enrolment,
student undertakings at the stage of admission and at the time of
admission to a law degree course/before internships, stakeholder
adoption of social media conduct principles, monitoring and
reporting mechanisms, and prohibition of Al gencrated images,
decpfake videos, voice cloned audio or synthetic content depicting
Judges, counsel, litigants or Court proceedings.

AND Prevention of legal misinformation by unqualified persons,
oo, fake or fabricated judgments, misleading legal influencer content,
a0, clickbait guarantees, undisclosed Al generated legal content,
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AND Establishment of a structured impleméntation mechanism
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Including State Bar Council Drigital Ethies Committoes, BCI Digital
Ethics Nodal Cell, online complaint and manitoring portal, graded
breach classification, platform lisison process, enrolment and
renewal linked compliance, Bar Association and Centre of Legal
Education adoption, and proposed insertion of a separale Chapler in
the Bar Council of India Rules on digital ethics and social media
conduct.

Sitfs, Ma'anys,

The Bar Council of India has ken serious note of a growing and disturbing
tendency among some Advocates, law students, interns and social medin
users o create, upload, circulate, forward or promote recls, videos, short
clips, edited vispals, thumbrails, memes, dramatic presentations,
promaotional posts and other social media content depicting Cowrt prmises,
Court carmidors, court-related activities, chambers, internships, professional
engagements, judicial hearings and, in some cases, seloctod portions of five-
streamed Court proceedings.

The concern s not limited to recording ar filming in Court premises. A largor
and equally serious lssue has emerged in respect of selective clipping,
editing, captioning and circulation of portions of lvestreamed proceedings,
often with sensational, mocking, disparaging or scandalising commaents
directed at Judges, arguing counsel, litigants or the judiclal process itself,
Such acts, if unchecked, can undermine public confidence in Courts and the
administration of justice.

The Council has further noticed that the digital space is increasingly being
used for legal misinformation by persans who are not enrolled Advocates
and, in some Instances, by law students, interns or solf-styled legul
influencers who present oversimplified, sensational or inaccurate content as
legal advice, The circulation of fake judgments, fabricated extracts of orders,
misleacling  summaries, anonymous  legal opinions, artificial  court
experionce narratives and posts suggesting guaranteed outcomes has the
tendency to misguide litignnts, exploit vuinerable persons and erode public
corfiddence in the administration af justice.

The Bar Council of Indin has also npled that the Kerala High Court
Advocates Association has issued a circolar to Advocates cautioning them
aguinst videos and reels in and around High Court premises, meferring to
Section 49(1)(c) of the Advocates Act, 1961, the Bar Council of India Rules
and the possibility of action under Section 35 of the Advocates Act, 1961

The Bar Counci] of India appreciates such timely institutiona) concern and
considers it neceasary to issue this broader circular in the larger interest of
the dignity of the Bar, the majesty of Courts and the purity of the justice
delivery system.

i%ﬁf‘l“_?f'h;lh Bar Council of India has also considered that a soclal media draft
i (T '?,:ﬁn'l.d.n for the professivn was sarller placed before the Council on
jf-'-’-ihﬂﬁ-m: whereby a subcommitiee was constituted 10 deliberate and

]

t‘-;:_':;i,,-"ﬂmw the said issue, and, by communication bearing BCLD:3498/2024
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dated 09.06.2026, was circulated to the Sub-Committes constitutid pursuant
to Itemn No. 122/2026 of the meeting of the General Council held on
08.06.2026. The Committes placed its report before the Council in its meeting
duted 11.07.2026, vide ltem No 154/2026 which after deliberation was duly
approved by the council with modifications, as deemed fit and proper,

Subsequently, an 14.07 2026, the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, In Anil
Fandey and Another v, The Bar Council of Indin, Wit Petition (Ciwil) Na,
B17 of 2026, Issued notice to the Bar Council of Indin, returnable on
15.09.2026. The public interest petition, as instituted by the petitoners, rajses
concemns regarding the alleged increasing use of social media by certain
Advocates for direct or indirect advertising, solicitation of professional
work, promotional reels, monetised legal content, influencer collabarations,
clent testimonials and other forms of digital self<promotion. The petition
also seeks the formulation of a comprehensive Digital Ethics Code and Code
of Digital Professional Conduct for the legal profession and raises isspes
concerning the alleged misuse of Court premises. Court attire, judicial
proceedings and professional dentity for attracting clientels or
commercial visibility. The sald proceedings constitute a subsequent
development and further reinforce the relevance and necessity of the
instittional exercise already undertaken independently by the Bar Council
of India through the constitution of the Sub-Committos on 08,06.2026 and
the subsequent consideration and approval of the proposed measures by the
General Council on 11.07.2026, The present Circular thus represents a pre-
existing, considered and comprehensive institutional response of the Bar
Council of Indin, founded upon the Advocates Act, 1961 and the Bar Couneil
of India Rules presently in force.

The legal profession in India is not merely an occupation, trade, business
or avenue of personal publicity. It is a noble and learned

Integrally connected with the administration of justice. An Advocate is an
officer of the Court, a privileged member of the community and a
participant in the solemn process of justice.

The Council is conscious that aceess to legal information ks valuable and that
many Advocates, teachers, researchers and stadents contribute positively to
legal literacy. The cancern of the present circular is with content which
crosses the Jine from education into selicitation, misinformation
Impersonation, breach  of confidentiality, manufactured autharity,
commercial self-promotion, sensationalism or conduct inconsistent with the
dignity of Cousls and the Bar,

The Council also notes that a clause buried in & standard enralment form or
admission form may not command adequate attention. A separate afficdavit
o undertaking, executed as an independent document, serves a proventive,
educative and evidentiary purpose, and makes it clear to overy Advocale,
candidate, student and intern that professional freedom is inseparabile from

. -I'I'.ffp_‘?fmﬂunn] responsibility,
Il:r: s‘ﬂl"ﬂ&ﬂ Coninedl is further of the view that conventional cireulation of advisorie,
. Ahough necessary, may not by itself create sufficient ground level impact,
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The crcular must therefore be accompanied by a visible and separito
compliance mechanism, namely a siandalons swomn affidivit ot the stage of
enrolment, a separate undertaking at the stage of admission in a Centre of
Legal Education,/before commencement  of internship, institutional
monitoring by State Bar Councils, Bar Associations, chambers, law firms and
Centres of Legal Education, and a stakeholder inclusive adopton exercise so
that the principles are not treated as 4 routine formality.

The Preamble to Chapter II, Part VI of the Bar Council of India Rules,
namely the Standards of Professional Conduet and Eliquetie, provides:

“ﬂndﬂtl:truil:dmﬂ,ﬂ!nﬂﬂmmrﬂ;ttﬂ‘ﬂlnnﬁ'fﬁuﬂmmmrbﬁfﬂﬂghhﬂma
an officer of the Corert, o privileged member of e commeunity, and g gertleman,*

The same Preamble further clarifies that conduct which may be lawful or
moral fora person who is not 0 member of the Bar may still be improper for

an Advocate.

The aforesaid Preamble is itself wide enough to cover new forms of
professional conduct which were not technalogically foreseeable when the
Rules were framed, because it states that the rules are general guides and
that specific mention of particular canons shall not be construed s a denial
of the existence of other equally imperative duties. The present circolar
therefore does not create a foreign or independent ethical code. Tt applies the
existing duties of dignity, restraint. confidentiality, fair conduct, avoidance
of solicitation and proper use of professional identity to digital und soclal
mvesttla conduct.

1.  Statutory basis of this circular

This circular is fssued in furtherance of the statulory functions and
obligations of the Bar Council of India under the Advocates Act, 1961,

including;:

séction 7(1)(b) — to lay down standards of professional conduct and etiquette
for Advocates;

Section 7(1){d)—to safeguard the rights, privileges and interests of
Advocahes;

Section 7(1){g) —to exercise general supervision and control over State Bar
Councils;

Section 491)c)—to make rules prescribing standards of professicnal
conduct and etiquette to be observed by Advocates;

Section 35— disciplinary action where an Advocate is alleged to be guilty of
fessional or other misconduct.
o )

Lk

Upder Sectlon 35(3) of the Advocates Act, 1961, after giving the Advocate
; and the Advecate-Ceneral an opportunity of belng heard, the
weiplinary committes may dismiss the complaint reprimand  the
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Advocate, suspend the Advocate from practice for such period as it deems
fit, or remove the name of the Advocale from the State roll of Advocates.

Therefore, this circular is not merely moral guidance. It is rooted In the
statutory scheme of professfonal regulation under the Advocates Act, 1961
and the Rules framed thersunder.

The proposed Rules chapter is intended to operate within Part VI of the Bar
Council of India Rules and is expressly derived from the Preamble to
Chapter 11, Part VL, Rules 1 and 2 concerning dignity and respect towards
Courts, Hule 3 concerning improper influence upon Courts, Rule 4
cancerning restraint, fair conduct and avoidance of scurrilous or intemperate
language, Rules 5 and 7 concerning prescribed dress and limited uso of robes
and bands, Rule 15 concerning fair and honourable means, Rule 17
concermning professional confidentiality, Rule 18 conceming fomenting of
litigation, Rule 24 concerning abuse of client confidence, Rule 36 concerning
advertisement and solicitation, and Rule 37 concomning unauthorised
practice of law. [t regulates professional conduct and does ot parport to
regulate the intermal administration of any Court in derogation of the powers
of the Supreme Court, High Courts or other Courts, Court rules, live
streaming rules, security protocols and orders of the concermed Court shall
prevall in relation to access, recording and use of Court proceedings or Court
premises.

The Council further records that, in view of the spread, frequency and
comtinuing nature of digital misconduct, the present circular shall operate as
an immediate professional direction under the exdsting Advocates Act, 1961
and the existing Bar Council of India Rules. For removal of doubt, the
immedinte operation of the present Clrcular is not dependent upon the
formal insertion of a separate Chapter in the Bar Council of India Rules. The
Circular presently explains, applies and facilitates compliance with
professional obligations already eadsting under the Advocates Act, 1961 and
Chapter I, Part VI of the Bar Council of India Rules. The Bar Council of India
shall separately consolidate and codify these existing oblipations in rolation
o digital ethics and social media conduct through the applicable statutory
rule-making process under Section 49 of the Advocates Act, 1961.

in addition to the Advocates Act, 1961 and the Bar Councll of Indin Rules,
the misuse of social media, digital platforms, AT tools, deepfake technology,
voice cloming tools, edited nudio visual content, synthetic media and
personal datn may also attract consideration under the Information
Technology Act, 2000, the Information Technology (Intermedinry
Gubdelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, as amended from
time o tme, including smendments relating o synthetically generatad
information, the Digital Personal Duta Protection Act, 2023 and the Digital
Personal Data Protection Rules, 2025, the Bharativa Nyvaya Sanhita, 2029, the
Hharatiya Magarik Suraksha Sanhata, 2023 and the Bharativa Sakshya

oo Adhingyam, 2023, wherever applicable,

Samie)

_"-'_H The reference to the above statutes is not intended o convert every social

ey __.:_:Ed.l':a lapse Into o criminal or regulatory proceeding. It is intended o
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remind all concerned that digital content inwvolving personal dats,
impersonation, synthetic media, confidential professional information,
Court proceedings, litigants, victims, witnesses and judicial institutions may
have legal consequences beyond professional discipline.

For removal of doubt, fake judgments, fabricated citations, manipulated
cause lists, false claims of sppearance, invented client success stories.
impersonation of Advocates or Judges, and Al generated material passed off
as real Court content may, depending upon fiacts, attract professional, civil,
criminal, contempt, privacy or platform related corsequences, At the same
time, no person shall be treated as guilty merely because a complaint is
received, Any adverse action by a Bar Council, Centre of Legal Education,
chamber, law firm, Bar Association or other institution must follow a fair,
proportionate and legally permissible process, including opportunity of
explanation wherever required.

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 recognises obligations in
relation to processing of digital personal deta and corresponding rights of
Data  Principals, including access, correction, ersure and grivvance
redressal in sccordance with law. Accordingly, images, videos, voices,
personal details, case related information and other identifiable digital
miaterial concerning litigants, clients, witnesses, victims, students, interns,
Advocates or other persons must not be collected, processed, published or
crculated msually or without lawful basis.

The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Modia
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, as amended, also recognise due diligence
obligations of intermediaries and, in relation to synthetically generated
information, the need for labelling, identification, accountability and
appropriate  handling of soch content Social media platforms and
intermediaries are therefore requested (o cooperate promptly in relation to
offedding content concerning Courts, Judges, Court proceedings,
Advocates, litigants, witnesses, victimes or confidential legal materkil, when
A lowiul complaint or request is made by an affected person, Court, Bar
Council or competent authority,

L Duty to Court and professional dignity

Bule 1| of Section I, Chapter I, Part V1 of the Bar Council of India Rules
provides:

“An mdvocate shall, during the presentation of s eose i while othertise acting
Inefore o omart, conduct hisnself it digicity amd selfrespect.”

Rule 2 further provides:
“An aedvocate shull naintain fowards the comerts o respectfisl abtitude, berring i
mind that the dignity of the judicial office is essentinl for the survival of o free
E T TR
l'"-E:I-I:."-ﬁ.
f:*t"mua. the protessional obligation of an Advocate does not end when the
I 2 Caurt rises, nor does it disappear on sockal media. Digital condoct which

\ to Court premises, Court proceedings, judicial conduoct, cllent work,

"'ﬂa__.'__ ¥
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chamber work or professional identity must also canform to the dignity and
restraint expected of an Advocate,

This disty is also supporied by Rule 3, which forbids influencing the decision
of a Court by illegal or improper mians and farbids private communications
with o Judge relating to a pending case, and by Rule 4, which requires an
Advocate to restrain and prevent a client from resorting to sharp or unfair
practices, to avold scurrilous attacks and to use restrained language. Digital
posts, captions, commonts, thumbnails, private forwards, edited clips or Al

genemated  material concerning pending  proceedings, Jodges, opposing
counsel of parties must therefore be tesbed against thess same existing

duthes.
3 Advertisement, solicitalion and indirect self-promaotion

Rule 36 of Section IV, Chapter [1, Part VI of the Bar Council of India Rules
provides:
“An mitvovate shiall not salicil wwerk or adfvertise, either direclly or indirectly...”

The Rule prohibits direct or indirect advertising through circolars,
advertisements, touts, persanal communications, unwarranted interviews,
fumishing or mspiring newspaper comments, or producing pholographs o
be published in connectlon with cases in which the Advocate has been
engaged or concerned. The Rule permits only limited website information
as prescribed in the Schedule and approved /intimated in accordance with
the Rule. Any additional Inpul bevond the spproved particulars may
amount to vielation of Rule 36 and may expose the Advocate to misconduoct
proceedings under Section 35 of the Advocates Act, 1961,

Rule 36 also permiis only limited website information in the prescribed
Schedule, including name, address, telephone number, email id, enrolment
particulars, Bar Association membersship, professional and  academic
qualifiations and broad areas of practce. The proposed disclosure
requirement for responsible legal awareness content s therefore only an
accountability extension of the existing Schedule to the digital efvvironment.
It shall not be used as a device for advertisement, claim of superarity,
guarantee of results or cllent solicltation

In the age of social media, the Bar Council of India is of the considered view
that reels, short videos, thombnails, dramatic posts, chamber-display clips,
court-corridor videos, promotional internship posts, “lewyer life” content or
edited hearing clips may, depending on content and purpese, amount 1o
indirect advertising, self-promotion, solicitation, trivialisetion of the Court
process, or conduct unbecoming of an Advocate,

The test is not merely whether the post expressly says ®hire me” or *contact
me” . The test is whether the content, viewed as a whole, uses the Court,

Court premises, judicial proceedings, professional work, robe, chamber,
Py :@,Elt matier, [itigation experience or inlernship o promole oneself,

‘ﬂ mimtlﬂ legal work, gein followers, create & personal brand,
|.!, reialty exploit legal acoess, or lower the dignity of the institution,

1"=Iﬂ|.n:nrd.tnj;|.}' legal content should not e packaged os boil for cient
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acquisition through ¢laims such as guaranteed bail, diverce in a few days,
sure acquittal, assured stay, instant relief, success formula, special court
connection, secret legal trick or any similar expression which sogpests
certainty of owicome. speclal influence; shortcut justice or personalised
advice lo unknown viewers.

Where an enrolled Advocate chooses 1o disseminate legal awareness or lepal
education content online, and holds himself or herself out as an Advocale,
e Advoeate should disclose his or her full name, concerned State Bar
Council, enrplment numbser or ather veriflable professional [dentifier, broad
area of practice where relevant, and years of standing only where stated
accurately, Such disclosure shall not be used as an advertisement,
solicitation, clabm of superiority or guarantee of professional competence,
but only as a measure of transparency and accountability.

Any person who is not enrolled as an Advocate shall not describe himself or
herself as an Advocate, counsel, practising lawyer, legal practitioner or any
equivalent expression, and shall nol create an impression of being
authorised to practise law or to give personalised legal advice. Law studenis,
interns and researchers may partclpate in legal lteracy and academic
discussion, but must clearly avoid holding themselves out as Advocates or

as persons competent o provide professional legal services,

This clarification 1% further supported by Rule 37, which provides that an
Advocate shall not permit professional services or his or her name to be ysed
in aid of, or o make possible, the unauthorised practice of law by any law
agency, An Advecate, chamber, law firm or content charmel should
thierefore not lend prafessional name, rabe, chamber dmftity, enrolment
particulirs or digital platform o ungualified legal advice, ghost legal
influencers, fuke legal agencios or persons holding out as authorised logal
practitioners.

4.  The Indian legal profession is sul generis and not comparable to
ordinary business

In Bar of Indlan Lawyers through I President Jasbhir Singh Malik v. DK,
Gandhi PS5 National Institute of Communicable Diseases & Anr, Civil
Appenl No, 2646 of 2009, order dated 07.11.2024, the Supreme Court
refterated that the legal profession is sol generis, Lo, anigoe in nature, and
cannol be compared with any other profession.

The Suprome Court ohservoed:

*the lepal profession is sui goneris, tat is it is untgee monature and canmol be
congared with wiy other profession.

The Court further held:
T dhi ﬂ'ruicr frired o aveiled of an advocite is i seroice under @ conbract of persoral
BETTICL..,

Court concluded:
.,|.!le legal profession is not covered by the prowisions of e Consumer Protection



This judgment reinforces the special and unique character of the legal
priofession and the coresponding requirement of higher discipline, restraint

5. Practice of law includes litigation as well as non-litigation work

In Bar Council of India v. AK. Balaji, (2018) 5 SCC 379; AIR 2018 5C 1382
the Supreme Court suthoritatively held that the practice of law is not
confined only o appearance in Court, but includes non-litigation work also,

The Court held:

"Ettics of the legal profession apply mol only when an advecule appesirs before the
Couirt, The same also apply bo regulate practice outside the Cours. Adbering fo such
Etiiics 1 inlegral lo the adminisiration of justice. The professional sbanderds loid
ey from fime fo time ane requined to be followed. This, we uphold He view that
practice of faw includes lifigation as well a3 mm litigation. "

The Court further hald;

"W harow wlvendy held St practicing of lew includes ot only appearance in courts
but alss grommg of apimion, drfting of instruments, purticipation in confrences
invelting legal discussion. These are parts of non-litigation practice which is part of
piraetice of L,

This is directly relevant to social media misuse relating not only to Court
appearances but also to chambers, legal opinfons, drafting, internships,
chient meetings, professional discussions, and office work. Ethics apply to
the entire professional sphere and not merely to oral arguments inside
Court.

The same fudgment also records the distinction between [ndian professtonal
ethics and certain foreign regulatory systems. It records the submission that
Rule 36 of the BCI Rules prohibits direct or indirect advertising and
solicitation, while certain jurisdictions such as the USA and UK permit
broader publicity subject to their own regolatory framewaorks,

Accordingly, practices prevalent in other jurisdictions cannot be imported
into India in disregard of the Advocates Act, 1961 and the Bar Council of
India Rules

6. Livestreaming is for transparency, not mockery, distortion or
scandalisation

In Swapnil Tripathi v. Supreme Court of India, (2018) 10 5CC 63%: AIR
2018 SC 4806, the Supreme Court approved live-streaming of proceedings
In a regulated and phased manner to promole open justice and access to
justice. However, the Court also clearly emphasised that live-streaming

. 'must be subject to safeguards.
oy

A Y
5 H Court observed:
S frunt as the dignity and majesty of the Court is inviedable, the issies regarding

lIlll. b
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prervacy rights af te likgants or witmesses... are matters which wead fo be identifisd
wrd @ proper regulntory frameork st be provided.,,”

The Court further recorded safeguards proposed by the learned Attorney
General, including;

"Llse of the footnge would be restricled for the purpose of news, cxrrend affoirs and
ediecitional prurpieses andd should not be wsed for commmercial, promotion, fght
endertaimment, satirical programas or adverfiving.”

The Court also recorded: _

“Without prior written authirization of the Supmeme Covrt of India, live streaming
ar the ueheast of the proceedings from Ha Supreme Court should not be reproduced.
trstrisansi b, wiplomded, posted, modified, publisted or republished fo the public. ™

Further;

“Any unauthonized usage of the live streaming arlfor weboasts aill be parshable
irg armt offersce wrder the Tndicn Copyright Act, 1957 snd the I formminivm: Technology
Act, 2000 st any other provisions of the baw i force, The liwe of contenpt shostld

appily fo such proceadings.

Therefore, lve-streaming of proceedings cannot be treated as a licence to
clip, edit, sensationalise, monetise, mock, distort or circulate fragments of
proceedings with disparaging captlons, music, thumbnails, memes or
commenlary. Live-sireaming exists for transparency and public education,
not for scandalisation, ridicule or digital entertainment.

7. Court contral over proceedings and conduct in Court

In Ex-Capt, Harish Uppal v. Union of India, (2003) 2 SCC 45; AIR 2003 §C
739, the Supreme Court explained the distinction between the general right
to practise law and the right to appear and conduct proceedings inside
Court The Court held that conduct in Court is n matter concerning the Court
and that Courts retain supervisory and controlling power over such conduct

The Coirt observed:
“Comaduct in Court is o matier concerning the Court and henee e Rar Cinaneil
carmmed cliimn Hhat what should happen feide e Cour? cold also be regillaied by

Hhern in exircise of their disciplimary powers,*

The Court further held:

“The right lo proctice, mo doubl, is the gomis of which the right to appear dad
candict cases in the Court iy be a specie. But the vight lo appear and concluct cuses
in the Court Is @ mabler on which the Court must and dovs have niajor superisory

and controlling power.”

The Court also observed:
“Cemerts of lan e structured in suclh a design s fo evoke respect and rrverence 1o

J-"::i":“"-'ul.iﬁs, njesty of lo and fustice. The machinery for dispensation of justice according
H,. obo Jgnp is operated by the Court. Procvedings inside the Courts are always expecied
Iy

Becheld 1ne a dignified amd orderty mmmer, ®

o L

This principle applies with equal force to conduct which is physically
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committed inside Court and to digital conduct which has the effect of

undermining Court: dignity, distorting proceedings or impalring public
confidence in Courts,

8.  Dignity and orderly functioning of Courts

In R, Muthukrishnan v. Registrar General, High Court of Judicature at
Madras, (2019) 16 SCC 407; AIR 2019 5C 849, the Supreme Court reiterabed
that Court proceedings must be dignified and orderly.

The Court observed: _
“Proceelings inside the courts are aluays expected to be held in a dignifisd and
arderiy narer.”

The Courl further observed:

“The very sight of an advocate, uiho was foumd guilty of comternpt of cowrt,. weould
erode te dignity of the court and even cornsde e majesty of 1 besides smpatring
the confidenee of the pullic in the efficocy of the arstitution of the comrts."

The undertying principle is that public confidence In the justice delivesy
system is fragile and must be protected. Content which ridicules, mocks,
trivialises or sensationalises Court proceedings is inconsistent with this
consiiintional and professional obligation.

9. Bar Associations are part of the machinery for administration of
justice

In Supreme Court Bar Association & Ors, v. B.D, Kaushik, {2011) 135C0C 774,
the Supreme Court described the special character of Court-annexed Bor
Associntions,

The Court observed:

“Court aunexed Bar Associstions function ay part of the muchinery for
adminestration af justice. As i8 said offen, the Beach amd Bar ire fike two wheels of
it chariol ard ane carriot finection without the otfer, "

The Court further observed that such associations are responsible for proper
conduct of members in Court and for ensuring proper assistance to the
Court.

Therefore, Bar Associations are requested to play a proactive, educative and
corrective role in preventing misuse of Court priemises, live-streamed

proceedings and professional spaces for reels, sensational clips, indirect
publicity or content inconsistent with dignity.

10. Confidentiality, privilege and internship ethics

= EI'T‘:!mn:m-n = particularly serious in relation to internships. Many law
sl

lents and intenns appear to be posting vidoos, photographs and captions
 velating to chamber work, case files, court visits, client conferences, drafting,

briefing, research and htigation strategy,
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In In Re: Summoning Adveocates who give legal opinion or represent parties
during investigation of cases and related issoes, Suo Motu Writ Petition
(Criminal) No. 2 of 2025, judgment dated 31.10.2025; 2025 INSC 1275, the
Supreme Court emphasised the importance of privileged communications
betivern Advocate and client under Section 132 of the Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 20023

The Court observed:
“Section 132 obligates alsolite confiden tality on e part of e Advocale by noson
of the privilege conferred on bhe conmrrurrications urith the chent.,.~

The Court further observed:
"An Advocale cannel be corroad inte revealing any information with respect 1o the
elieni he represents or the atuse he iz engaged fo prosecute or deferd, nwiich wold
b #nt piolation of Seption 132"

The Court also held!
"Section 132 is a privilege conferred on e client, obliging an Adeocule not to
diselose ary professtonnl commrunications, made in confidenee.,.”

H even hwestigating agencies must respect professional privilege and
confidentiality, it follows with greater force that interns, juniors, assocdates,
clerks, staff and social media handlers cannot casually disclose, record,
dramatise or publish chamber discussions, client details, case straiegy,
pleadings, drafts, research or Intermal professional work

The same conclusion independently flows from Rule 17, which prohibits
bresch of the obllgations imposed by Section 126 of the Indian Bvidence Agt,
and from Rule 24, which provides that an Advocate shall not do anything
wherely he or shie abuses or takes advantage of the comfldenoe neposed by
the client. The reference to the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhinivam, 2023 in this
circular is therefore an updated statetory reference, while the professional
foundation continues 1o drise from the existing Standards of Professional
Conduct and Etiquetie,

1.  Professional discipline protects the public, the Courts and the
profession

InV.C. Rangadural v, D. Gopalan, (1979) 1 5CC 308; AIR 1979 5C 281, Justice
V.R. Krishna lyer emphasised the public purpose of the legal profession.

The Court observed:

"'Il’éﬁ'rn ther Constibutiom under Arl. 19 enables professionsl expertise lo empoy
and b Advocnten Act :nr:ﬁrs a monopoly, Be goal is nol assired incons

Tutcommitment bo the peapls...”

Mot The judgment further explains that disciplinary proceedings am not merely
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punitive but are intended to protect the public, Courts and the legol
profession.

The Court observed:

“The prurpose of disciplinary proceedings 4 not puritive but (0 inguire, for e
proteciion of the public, the conrts and Bu legal profession, info filiess of the sulject
b compkimaee i the copaciby of an adoceute ™

The Bar Council of India therefore reminds all members of the profession
that restraint, dignity, confidentiality and ethical discipline are not external
burdens. They are part of the very foundation of the privilege to practize
law,

12 Positive use of social media is not prohibited

The Bar Councll of India darifies that this circular I8 not fslended o
discourage:

L responsible legal awareness;

i,  scademic discussion of judgments;

fi. accurate legal reporting:

iv. public legal education:

v, constitutional literacy;

vi.  neutral case-law updates;

vil. academic lechures, articles or seminara

vill. responsible use of official Court information;

ix. respectiul discussion of legal principles arising from judgments and

arders;

%, short-form legal education, including reels, shorts, brief videos,
carpusals, poats, threads, podcast clips or similar condensed digital
formats, provided such content Is accurate, contextual, non-
soliciting, non-confidential, non-sensational, and does not convert
complex legal questions into misleading outcome assurances

Howaever, the ling is crossed when content becomes

L promotional;
. sensational;
it misleading
iv. mocking

¥, defamatory;

vi. scandalising;

vil.  conipmptuous;

vili. commercially exploitative;
bt violative of confidentinlity;

% violative of Court rules, live-streaming rules or video-conferencing
,;;EF:'-I —"ﬂ-llHi'
5_ A inconsistent with the dignity of the profession.
|[ ﬂﬂ unsupported by statutory provislons, rales, notlfications, circulars or

o jadicial precedents where thee content purports to explain a specfic
S egal right remedy, procedure; offence, limitation period, bkl

-
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standard, matrimonial remedy, consumer remedy, property remedy
or other legal consequence;

xiii. based upon fabricated judgments, fake cltdbions, onverifisd
screenshots, misleading excerpts, Al generated or otherwise non-
existent case law, anonymous romours or distorted summaries of

Court procecdings.
13.  Approved legal awareness and stakeholder inclusive adoption

The Council is of the view that a purely prohibitory circular may not be
sufficient. The appropriate institutional response is to combine reatraint with
positive logal literacy. State Bar Councils, Bar Associations, law colleges,
chambers, law firms and legal aid bodies are therefore encouraged o
produce ar promote approved public legal awareness content on access o
justice, legal aid, mediation, constitubional valtes, conssumer rights, cyber
safely, women and child protection, senior citiren cights, responsible
litigation and professional ethics.

Such content should be sccurate, non promotional, non sensational, non
sobiciting, respectiul to Courts and institutions, and should avald giving
oulcome guarantees, personalised legal advice to unknown viewers, or

exagperated representations of professional standing,

Where feasible, educational content dealing with & specific legal provision,
judgment, Court order, limitation perlod, bail provision, matrimonia)
remedy, consumer remedy, criminal offence, cyber complaint or statutory
process should indicate that it is general information, should identify the
relevant statutory provision, rule, circular or judicial precodent refied upon,
and should carry a clear disclaimer that viewers must seek independent
professional advice on their own facts,

Short-form formaly, including reels, shorts; carousels, live sessions and
podcasty, should not present incomplete, seloctive or dramatic statemnents as
complete legal advice. Where the format does not permit adequate nuince,
the creator should avoid advising on disputed facts, pending mntters,
limitation issues, evidentinry consequences or steategy, and should instead
direct viewers to competent legal consultation or official sources.

Through this Circular, the Bar Council of India initiates s stakeholder
inclusive exercise for adoption and implementation of principles an social
media conduct for the legal profession. State Bar Councils, Bar
Associations, Senior Advocates, Advocales, law firms, chambers, Centres
of Legal Education and legal aid institutions are requested to sign, adopt,
circulate and implement the standard declaration annexed hereto, so that
the circular becomes a living professional standard and is treated as part
of institutional discipline rather than remaining n paper direction

The final formats annexed to this circular should be used, with nicoessary
institutional particulars, by State Bar Counclls, Bar Associations, Centres of
Legal Education, chambers, law firms, internship coordinators and other

S omoerned stakeholders, as applicable.
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14. Advocates are advised to refrain from the fellowing conduct

All Advocates are advised and called upon to refrain from:

i
v,
v,
Vi
wil.
with.
L

making reels, videos, photographs or promotonal content inside
Court premises, courtrooms, corridors, Bar rooms, chambers or
judicial buildings in 4 manner inconsistent with dignity and decorum:
using bands, gowns or robes for public display, rels, posis,
promotional photographs or social media performance in 4 manner
inconsistent with Bule 5 and Rule 7 of Section I, Chapter I1, Part V1,
which requine prescribed dress in Court and prohibit wearing bands
or gown in public places except on ceremontal oocasions and at such
places as the Bar Council of India or the Court-may preseribe;

recording physical, virtual or hybrid Court proceedings, unlees they
are subject to applicable court rules, and in the absence of court rules,
with written approval of the Court/ Registrar General, and iLre 48 por
the guidelines of this circular

clipping. editing or circulating livesstreamed proceedings with
caplions, music, commentary, thumbnails or voiceovers which
ridicole, mock, distort, sensationalise or scandalise the conduct of
Judges, counsel, litigants or witnesses; '

uging Court buildings, Court names, Court signage, robes, bands,
briefs, causa lists, files, client documents or chamber settings as props

foor personal publicity or soclal media branding

publishing content that amounts to direct or indirect adwvertising,
solicitation, client-attraction, projection of special influence; or
commerclal self-promotion;

disclosing confidential information relsting to chients, cases, chambers,
colleagues, seniors, court strategy, settlement discussions, opinions,
pleadings, drafis or privileged cormmunications;

permitting interns, juniors, assoclates, clerks, staff or soclal media
hancdlers 1o publish content from chambers, oifices or Court premises
which the Advocate himself/ herself is not permitted to publish;

commenting on pending matters in @ manner that may prejudice
proceedings, influence public perception, embarrass parties o
counsel, or lower the dignity of the Court:

using anonymous, pseudonymous or proxy sccounts to do indirectly
what professional ethics prohibits directly,

creating, uploading, forwarding, reposting, circulating, monetising or
using Al generated images, deepfake videos, voice cloned audio, face
swapped visuals, synthetic avatars, manipulated screenshots or other

synthetic content depicting or purporting to depict any Judge, Court,
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Tribunal, counsel, litlgant, witness, victim, client, Court officer, Court
proceeding, charmber diserssion or professional niernction;

. using the robe, band, Court corridars, Court premises, conse lists,
briefs, chamber files, elient documents, senior chambers, law firm
spaces, internship access o the identity of being a lawyer as a prap for
glimourised,  sensational, suggestive, misleading, mocking
commercial or follower seeking social madia conient;

xhi.  publishing dressing, Hfestyle, fashion, relationship, huxury or
personality based videos in a manner which defiberately links such
content with the status of being an Advocate, officer of the Corict,
hnhnninattmmhr.lmv:mdenlinﬂuurhurpuﬂdpmthfmrt

xiit.  publishing or circulating fake judgments, fabricated cituthons, albered
orders, manipulated couse lists, fictitions hearing narratives, falee
claims of appearance, false claims of success, [abricated clien
testimonials or edited material which creabes a misleading impression
of professinnal achievement, Court outcome ar legal position;

xiv. wsing clickbait, fear based marketing or outcome  guaraniees,
Including expressions such as guarantesd bail, divorce in a few days,
fure acquittal, assured stay, instant reliof or similar elafins which
mislead the public or commodify legal remedies;

xv. purchasing fake followers, fake engagennt, fabricated roviews,
fabricated testimonials, bot driven amplification ar paid undisclosed

promotion o create a false impression of professional eredibility,
public trust, sucoess rate or standing al the Bar;

xvl. falling to disclose, whmnuh:rinLﬂmumu&'Mlmhmgummm*
substantially modify images. videos, voiceovers, posters, avatars,
captions, legal summaries or other content relating to Courts, fadges,
Advocates, litigants, clients, proceedings or legal rights;

x¥il creating content which stutes or imipliss that the creator was personally
present in Court, personally argued a matter, personally obtained a
relief, or personally handled a client matter when such representation
is false, exagperated, Al penemted or otherwise misboading

xvifl. disclosing case numbers, bail orders, orders in sensitive matters,
pleadings, medical papers, identity documents, photographs, contact
details, chat records, setllement communications or other client or
litigant material in @ manner which compromises conficentiality,
ané-;:'e'.-;':“;-.. privacy, privilege, safety, dignity or the administration of justice.
d |
EE;E‘“:IE £ Preedom of expression and professional linkage

.I{t\_'-
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The Councll clarifies that it does not seek to police ordinary personal life,
dress, private expression or lawful personal seclal media use of any
Advocate, student or intern. The concern arises when personal conlent is

deliberately linked to professional identity, Court access, robes, Court
premises, chamber work, client work, case material, judiclal proceedings
or the siatus of being a lawyer, and is used for sensationalisation,

solicitation, indirect advertisement, commercial branding, ridicule or
lowering of professional dignity.

The test shall therefore be contextual and reasonable. The cbject s not to
suppress expression, bul to prevent misuse of the legal profession, Court
spaces, professional access and condfidential legal work as social media
content or persomal bramding material.

16, Law students and interns must be sensitised

Law studenis are future members of the Bar. Internship is meant for loarning
discipline, humility, rescarch. drafting, ohservation, court craft, professional
ethics and responsibility. It &s not meant for social media display, self-
promotion or dramatisation of Court life. A further undertaking shall be
obtained before any student Is permilted or recommended o commence
internsiip withany Court, Judge, Tribunal, Advocate, Senlor Advocate, Law
Officer, law firm, chamber, statutory body, public authority, corporate legal
department, legal aid body or other legal institution.

All Centres of Legal Education shall, in addition, obtain a separate
standardised written undertaking from every student at the time of
admission to LLB., LL.M., Ph.D, certificate, diploma and every cther law
related course. Such undertaking shall not be buried within the general
admisslon form and shall be executed as a standalone document in the
format annexed, or in a substantially similar format approved by the
institution consistent with this circular,

All Centres of Legal Education are requested to immediately sensitise

their sfudents and interns that they must not:

L make reels or videos inside Court premises, chambers or law offices
unless they are subject to applicable court rules, and in the absence of
courl rules; with written approval of the Court/ Registrar General
and are as per the guidelines of this circular

. record hearings, virtoal proceedings, client conferences; chamber
discussions or professional interactions;

ii. disclose names of clients, case details;, pleadings, briefs, chamber
strategy, research assignments or confidential work:

iv.  publish "day in Court”, "day In chamber”, *internship reveal”, “case
file", “courtroom drama”, “lawyer lie® or similar content which
trivinlises Court work or professional confidentiality;

v use internship under an Advocate, Judge, Tribunal, Law Officer,

Senfor Advocate, law firm or public authority for social media



projection:

vi. post photographs or videos in robes, corridors, Court buildings or
chambers in a manmer contrary to professional decorum,

All law colleges, universities and Centres of Legal Education are requested
b0 include a short orientation module on;

Thee sensitisation shall alsy make students aware that legal literacy is not a
substitute for professional practice. Students may explain legal concepts in
an academic or educational manner, but they shall not solicit clients, accept
money for legal advice, create an impression of professional authority,

promise legal outcomes, claim Court access, or provide personalised legal
remedies (o members of the public,

“Digital Ethies, Court Decorum, Confidentiality and Professional
Responsibility during Internships.”

They are also requested to obtain a written undertaking from studemnis beforg
internships that they shall not record, publish or circulate conient relating tio

Court provesdings, Court premises, chambers; client work or confidential
professional matters,

Cemtres of Lgal Education shall maintain a register or digital record of such
undertakings and may be called upon by the Bar Council of India or the
concerned State Bar Council to produce the same during respoction,
affiliation, extension of approval, complaint verification of any other lnwiul

regulatory excreise.

The undertaking shall expressly prohibit recording of chamber discussions,
Court proceedings, virtual hearings, clienl corferences, Intermal mectings,
judicial dat, cause lists, pleadings, drafts, research pssignments, case
strategy, client names, fle photographs, Ceurt corridor videos, lawyer life
reels and any Al generated, deepfake, voice cloned or synthetic content
depicting Courts, Judges, counsel, litigants, witnesses, victims. clients or
Court proceedings,

17. Duties of seniors, chambers, law offices and Bar Assoclations

senfor Advocates, Advocstes-on-Record, chamber sendors, law Rrms, law
offices, Bar Assoclations and internship coordinators are requested o gulde
students and juniors with affection and firmness.

Many stucents may act out of ignorance, imitation or youthful excitement.
The first response should be preventive, educative and corrective,

o=towever, where the conduct is deliberate, repeated, commercial,

¢ sgndalous, defamatory, rontemptuous, confidential, or in breach of Court

ﬁ#_,—.ﬁi;ﬁ, the matter may require reporting to the concerned Court, Bar Council.
__j::%ﬁmmmmmumqr.
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All chambers and law offices are advised to frame internal protocols stating
that interns, associates, clerks and staff shall not record, photograph, publish
or circulate any malerial relating o Court work, client work, chamber work
or proceedings, unless applicable court rules permit the same, and in the
absence of court roles, with written permission of court/ registry and which
shall be subject to guidelines as per this circular and shall be further subject
wr professional ethics

Sentor Advocates, law firms and chambers are further advised o brief
interns and juniors on the first day of intemship or engagement regarding
no recarding, no reels, no disclosure, no posting of case files, no use of
chamber ar Courl access for personal branding, and no  Al/synthetic
depiction of any real person or procesding;

Soch monitoring should be edecative and proportionate. [t should not
become a mechanism of personal rivalry, moral policing or censorship of
Inwful criticism. The focis shall remain on Court dignity, confidentiality,
privacy, professional ethics, prevention of solicitation, Al/deepfake misuse
and misuse of professional identity,

State Bar Councils, Bar Associations, chambers, law firms and Centres of
Legal Education are requesied to designale a Social Media Ethles Nodal
Officer or small monitoring group, as may be feasible, to receive
complaints, preserve links and screenshots, counsel first time violators,
seek voluntary deletion where appropriate, and refer serious or repeated
violations to the competent authority.

18. Standalone sworn affidavit at the stage of encolment and guidelines
for existing Advocales

Every candldate secking enrolment as an Advocate may be required, as part
of the enolment record and orienlation process, 1o execule a separate sworn
athidavil acknowledging the standards of professional conduct relating to
social media, digital platforms, confidentinlity, Court dignity, data privacy
and Al/synthetic content. This reguirement is declaratory, educative and
evidentiary. It shall not create any additional substuntive disqualification or
emburgo upon enrolment beyvond the Advocates Act, 1961 and the roles
valldly frames] thereunder,

The affidavit shall be a standalone document and shall not be reduced to a
small clapse In a4 peneral form. The purpose Is 0 ensure comsclous
acknowledgement by every entrant to the profession that digital misconduct
may amount to professional misconduct or other actionable wrong
appropriate cases.

For Advocates already in practice, State Bar Councils and Bar Assoclations
are requesled to circulate this circular as a binding professional guldeline

-~ —-and to encourage members to sign the stakeholder adoption declaration

e,
Gk

annexed hereto. The absence of a previoualy exceuted affidavit shall not
nt consideration of misconduct where the conduct is otherwise
contrary to the Advocates Act, 1961, the Bar Council of India Rules, Court



rules, this circular or any applicable law,

exercises  and  other  regulstory Interactions.  Such campliance
acknowledgement may be obtained as a separate affidavit or digital
undertaking and shall be used primarily for awareness, prevention and
accountability, not as a mechanical ground to deny any statutory right

without due process.

For avoidance of doubt, this circular does not add any new ground for
refusal of enrolment, deferment of enrolment, suspension of enrolment
processing or denial of Sanad beyond what Is permitted by the Advocates
Act, 1961 and the rules validly framed thereunder. A mere complaint,
unverified screenshot, anonymons allegation or soclal media dispute shall
not by iself be reated as a ground to deny or deluy enmlment. Any kssue
concerning impersonation, forged credentials, fake judgments, broach of
confidentiality or other misconduct shall be dealt with anly under existing
taw, after verification and fair opportunity, and only by the complent
autharity,

19. Consequences of violation

The Bar Council of India hopes that this circular will be recuived in the right
spiril as an appeal o conscience, discipline and frstitational responsibility.
At the same time, all concerned must be aware that violations may invite

appropriate consequences, depending upon the facts, including
I disdplinary proceedings under the Advocates Act, 1961
. reference to the concerned State Bar Counil or Bar Councll of India:

i reporting to the concernad Court/Registry where Court premises,
Court proceedings or live-streamed proceedings have been mixused;

. action under applicable Supreme Court Rules, High Court Rules,
video-conferencing rules, live-streaming rules, security protocels ar
administrative directions;

v.  proceedings for contempt where the content scandalises or tends to
lewer the autharity of a Court or interferes with the administration of

fustice;

vi. clvil or criminal action where the content is defamatory, malicious,
unauthorised, confidential, privacy-invasive or misleading;

“C vl withdrawal of mternship or reporting of the student fo the concerned

N s

llj 7 Centre of Legal Education;

%yl such other comeclive or disciplinary action as may be legally



X communication to the concemisd intermediary or pladorm for
removal, disabling of access, preservation of evidence or other action
in accordance with the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rubes, 2021, us amended from time to time;

¥l communication to the concerned Centre of Legal Education, chamber,
law firm, Bar Assoclation or internship eoordinator where the
violation is committed by a student, intern, misociale, clerk, staff
member or social media handles,

Xi. where the person concerned is a law student ar candidate for
errolment, placement of the matter before the concerned Centre of
Legal Education, internship authority or Enrolment Committee for
counselling, waming, explanation, verification of facts or such legally
permissible action as the facts may warrant;

xiii. where the person concerned Is not an Advocate but is falsely holding
oul a4 one, communication fo the concerned platform, institution or
authority for correction, disclaimer, removal of misleading credentinls
or other lawiul action.

20.  Regquest to State Bar Councils, Bar Associations and Centres of Legal
Education

All State Bar Councils are requiested to circulate this circular o all Advocates
ot their rolls and to all recognised Bar Associations within their jurisdiction,

All Bar Associations are requested to display this cireular on thelr hotice
boards, websites and officlal commumnication groups, ond fo counsel
members to refrain from such conduct.

All Seate Bar Councils and Bar Assoclations are further reguesied to adopt
the stakeholder declaration annesed heroto, b creulate the model affidavit
and undertakings, and to create a simple mechanism for receiving
complaints concemning reels, Al generated o synthetic content, deepiake
videos, voice cloned audio, misuse of Court premises, misuse of rmbes or
professional dentity, breach of confidentiality and improper dighal
solicitation.

o mtate Bar Councils are also requested to encourage Advocates who regularly
(=" publish legal awansness content to voluntarily use verifiable professional
[ 4~pﬁr§thqﬂm, including name, State Bar Council and enrolment murmber, inoa

. -digmified and non-promotional manner, so that members of fhe public can
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distinguish enrolled Advocates from unqualified persons, Impersonators
and purely commenrcial legal influencers,

As and when a national digital registry, unique identification framework or
enrolment linked verification mechanism fs operationalised by the Bar
Council of India or State Bar Councils, the Council may consider a suitable
system of verified professional Identifiers, badges, QR codes, or intimation
mechanisms for Advocates disseminating legal content online. Such
mechanism shall be designed to promote public trustand accountability, not
b0 creale an unreasonable barrier to responsible legal education or bopa fide
academic discussion,

All Centres of Legal Education are roguested to;

L circulate this circular to all studenes;

i include it in internship gaidelines:

ki, mnjﬂ:tﬁemlthnﬁm sessioms on professional ethics and digital

conduct;

tv.  make students aware that violation of Court decarym or
professional confidentiality during internships may affect thetr
future professional standing;

obtain internship undertakings as stated above:

vi.  instruct laculty coordinators and internship cells to issue
corresponding advisories o all students before sending them
for internships.

vii.  obtain a standalone undertaking from every student at the Hme
of admission to LL.B, LL.M., Ph.D., certificate, diplema and
other law related courses;

viil, obiin a separate internship undertaking before
commencement of every internship;

b designate o Social Media Etliles Nodal Officer or monitoring
froup for student sensitisation and first level ;

x.  maintain records of undertakings and sensitisation sessions for
production before the Bar Councl of India during inspection ar
regulatory review;

ul.  report repedted or serious misuse of legal influencer activity by
students, including impersotiation of Advecites, pald legal
advice, fake udgments, breach of internship confidentiality or
misleading public claims, to the concermed University, State Bar
Council or Bar Council of India, after preserving basic material
and giving the student an opportunity to explain wherever
institutionally required.

-

2.  Drigital Ethics Committees and State level postal mechanism

Every State Bar Council shall, within such time as may be fixed by the Bar
Council of India, designate a Digital Ethics Committee or Digital Ethics
Nodal Group. The Commitlee may comsist, as far as fuasible, of members of

S0 e State Bar Councll, one or more senlor members of the Bar, a

represenintive connected with the ethics or disciplinary mechanism, and

technical or legal education support persons. The Committes shall receive
complaints, preserve prima facke material, call for explanations where
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necessary, counsel first time or minor violators, seek veluntary deletion,
correction or disclaimer wherg appropriate, and place serious or repested
matters before the competent autherity under the Advocates Act, 1961 and
the Bar Council of India Rules,

material, Al generated content, deepfakes, fake judgments, impersonation,
misleading legal advice, live streamisd Court clips and other digital
misconduct. The portal shall require the complainant to provide the URL,
handle, screenshot, screen recording whiere available, date and time, nature
of privvance, and a declaration that the complaint Is bona fide and that the
material has not been fabricated, misleadingly edited or obtained through

The Digital Ethics Committee may exercise lmited suo moty verification
pewers only where offending content is publicly available or otherwise
lawfully brought to notice, and where it relates to Courts or fudpes, involves
impersonation of an Advocate, misuses professional Identity, circulates fake
judgments, discloses confidential materfal, uses Al or
manipulation, or appears to threatien public confidence in the ad ministration
of justice. Such suo motu verification shall not authorise surveillance, access
to private devices, fishing Inquiries ar moral policing. Any adverse action
shall remain subject o fair process, proportionality and opportunity of
explanation wherever required,

The Committee shall maintain a brief digital register of complaints,
prefiminary verification, action taken, voluntary deletion or correction,
platiorm escalation, referral to Court oy Registry, referral to the Disciplinary
Committee or closure. State Bar Counclls may submit perjodic summary
reports to the Bar Council of India, without unnecessarily publishing
personnl data or confidentinl case materia),

4% Graded classification of breaches and proportionate TESponse

For practical implementation, breaches may be classified into FINOF, seTious
and aggravated entegories. Minor breaches may fnclude first time careloss
posts, unapproved but non confidential photographs,  incomplete
disciaimers, or non malicious misuse of professional setting without chent
material, Court scondalisation, solicitation or commercial exploitation,
Serious brenches may include repeated misuse, indirect solicitation,
misleading legal claims, misuse of Court clips, disclosure of case details,
impersenation, paid promotion, or commercial exploitation of professiomal
identity. Aggravated breaches may include fake judgments, fabricated
arders, deepiakes, wvoicé cloning, confidential client materfal, privacy

winvasion, threats, seandalising content, bot driven amplification, paid

" misinformation or repeated defiance after warning,

The resporse may correspondingly include counselling, warning, direction
fior deletion, correction or disclaimer, apology, undertaking, reporting to the

7 institutiory, reference 1o the State Bar Coundil, communication to the



concerned Court or Registry, platform escalation, disciplinary proceedings
or other legally permissible action. Majoc disciplinary consequences should
ordinarily be reserved for wilful, ropeated,  commerncial, confidential,
contemptuous, fraudulent, privacy invasive, Al or devpfake based, or
aggravated misconduct, and shall be considered anly in accordance with the
Advocales Act, 1961, the Har Council of India Rules and principles of natural

justice,
23, BCI Digital Ethics Nodal Cell and platform liaison mechanism

The Bar Council of India may constitue 2 BCI Digital Ethics Nodal Cell
comprising nominated members, officers, Advocates, technology aware
volunteers, law teachers and law student volunteers under appropriate
supervisian. The Nodal Cell may coordinate with State Bar Councils, Bar
Associstions, Centres of Legal Education, chambers and social media

The BCI may engage with major social medis and digital platforms,
including Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, YouTube, X, Wha EApp and other
i laries, for creation of verified institutional escalation channels A
verified legal request issued by BCT a State Bar Council, a Court, a Registry
or an authorised tnstitutional nodal officer should enable quicker review of
content  invelving Courts, Judges, Advocates, litigants, misuse of
professicmal jdentity, fake jdgments, deepfakes, confidential miaterial,
privacy invasion or misleading legal advice,

The objective of such liaison shall not be censorship of lawful criticism,
academic discussion or accurate legal reporting. The objective shall be
quicker preservation, review, correction, labelling, disabling of access,
takedown, restriction of monetisation or other lawful action in reapoect of
content that is fraudulent, impersonating, confidential, privacy invasive,
contemptuous, Al manipulated, misteading or professionally unethical,

24, Bar Associations and Centres of Legal Education to adapt
institutional undertakings

E recognised Bar Association may be requested to pass a resolution
n;’.::ting this circular and Annexure C circulate the same to members;
display it on notice boards and digital groups, and nominate a local ethics
contact for coordination with the State Bar Council. Such adoption shall
make the circular a living professional standard al the level whens misuse is
most likely to ooour,

Every Centre of Legal Education shall obtain the student tndertaking at
admission and before every internship; include digital ethics in orlentation
st and internship rules, preserve records, and make compliance part of
r'i:.'-‘ﬂ miernship recommendation, placement, moot eourt travel, clinke worl, legral
152%™ aid wark and any institutional representation involving Ceurts, chantbers
S+ egal offices or public legal education, The undertaking shall ot b treated
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as a mere formality and shall be explained to students in simple language
before execution,

Compliance by Bar Associatons and Centres of Legal Education shall
remain institutional, educative and regulatory, It shall not be used for
persomal rivaley, viewpoint based cersorship, supprossion of law/ul
criticism or disproportionate action against students or young members of

thyis Bar.

45 Content circulated through WhalsApp, private Broups, stories or
status

The Council notes that several offending videos may not be uplonded
publicly and may cireulate through WhatsApp, private gromps, closed
channels, stories or temporary status features. Where such content is
lawfully brought to notice, the concerned institution should preserve

screen recordings, sender details where lawfully available, date
and time, group detalls where relevant, and ANy accompanying messago,
without encouraging unlawful surveillance, hacking, breach of privacy or
access to private devices.

Private or closed circulation shall not by Itself immunise misconduct if the
content concerns Courts; Judges; client material, confidential professional
work, fake judgments, Impersonation, deeplakes, threats, scandalising
material or misese of professional identity. At the same tirme, action hased
on private circulation must be handled with greater cantion, verification and
fuirness, and must aveld fishing inquiries, compelled disclosure of private
chats unrelated to thie complaint, personal rivalry or disproportionate moril

leingg,
E Pramotion and recognition of ethical legal content

Alongside prohibition and enforcement, the Bar Council of India Py
enicourage responsthle public legal education State Bar Counclls, Bar
Associations and Centres of Legal Education may identify, promete or
recognise Advocates, law teachers, law students, legal aid clinics and
institutions producing accurate, non promotional, non soliciting, non
sensational and socially useful legal awaroness content. Recognition may ba
In the form of certificates, approved publication, othics badges, institutional
showcases, legal ald credits, student volunteer credits or public legal
awarengss collaborations.

Such recognition shall also remain consistent with Rule 36, Tt shall sol permit
personal branding, paid promution, comparative superiority, testimonials,
guaranteed culcomes, pald legal referrals or any display which would
indirectly solicit work. Recognition may be institutional, {ssue based and
legal Hiteracy oriented, and should not become a substitute for the proluilbl ted
e mdvertisement of Individual Advocates,
T#:*'-':' ‘Such recognition shall not be treated as endorsement of any Advoeate for

il

‘ﬂ‘ cllent solicitation. 1t shall be limited to ethical legal literacy, constitutional

-

L awhreness, access to justice, legal aid, cyber safety, women and child
“'_—_'flrﬂ'h!:tauzn senior citizen ﬂﬁh’ﬂ-.. mediation, conswner awareness and other



public interest themes,

27. Shape of public circular and additional matters for Council
consideration

For clarity and 1o avoid any misunderstanding in public communication, the
present circular may be Issued publicly ab this stage as a regulatory and
implementation oriented professional drcular under the existing Advocates
Act, 1981, the existing Bar Council of India Rules, Court rules, live s

rules and other applicable laiw. It may contaln the main circular, the
operative implementation directions, and Annestres A o F, namely the
errolment  awareness  affidavit,  stodent undertaking,  stakeholder
declaration, platform request format, approved public legal nwareness
content format, and disclosure or disclalmer format for legal awareness
content creators.

The public circular shall expreasly state that it does not by itself amend the
Bar Council of India Rules, does not create o new independent category of
professional misconduct bevond the Advocates Act, 1961 and the Bar
Council of India Rules as presently in force, does ot create any new ground
for risfusal, deferment or denial of enratment, and does not intecfones with the
administrative control of Courts over Court premises, Court recordingy, live
steaming or Court procoodings, It shall operale immediately as a
professional advisory, compliance direction, sersitisation meassure and
implementation mechanism to the extent permissible under the existing
statutory and regulatory framewark,

For remival of doubt, any reference o enrolment linked compliance,
renewal Binked compliance, Certificate of Practice, periodic verification ar
filing of declarations shall be uniderstood only as an adminiatrative and
educative method of obtaining awareness and affirmation of existing
professional duties, It shall not be read as creating any  additional
disqualification, bar {0 enrolment. bar to Sanad, bar to renewal or bar to
Certificate of Practice unless such consequence Is expressly provided by the
Advocates Act, 1961 or by valldly notified Rules made thereunder.

The draft Rules Chapter contatned in Annesure G, and the operational
tormats contained in Annexures H, | and J, may be placed separately before
the General Council of the Bar Council of India as additional agenda material
tor econsideration, approval In principle, modification, consutation,
publication, notification and incorporation in the Bar Council of India Rulss
in accordance with the Advocates Act, 1961, Until such approval and
notification, Annexure G shall remain a dralt Rules proposal and Annexures
H to ] shall remain model implementation formats for Institutional use,
unless separately adopted by the Bar Council of India or the concerned State
Bar Council.
.Pi:& "'r:h""H'H:-_- Council approves the proposed Rules Chapter, Annescares A to I may
I|I|I:EE':1JI--FI*-I converted into Schedules fo the Rules Chapter with appropriate
© " renumbering, so that the circular, atfidavits, undertakings, stakehaolder
"= daclaration, platform protocol, complaint format, gradied breach matrix and

£
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recognition framework are co related with the existing Rules and desive
authority from the Advocates Act, 1961 and Part V1, Chapter 11 of the Bar
Council of India Rules. The rule making route shall be used only for
professional conduct. ethics, dignity, confidentiality, solicitation, platform
coaperation and implomentation procedure. and not for erdating any extin
shatutory enrolment disqualification,

2B, Institutional appeal

The Bar Council of India appeals to every member of the Bar to remember
that the profession has survived not because of publicity, but because of
trust; not becanse of spectacle, but because of learning: not because of self-
promotion, but because of restrainl, service, courage and ethical
discipline.

The Bar Council of India calls upon all Advocates, Law students, interns,
chambers, law offices, law flrms, Bar Associations and Centres of Legal
Education to collectively protect the dignity of the Court, the
independence of the Bar and the faith of the commen citizen in the justice
delivery system,

This circular is not merely a warning: It is also a request, a request lo

preserve what generations of great lawyers bullt with learning, sacrifice,
discipline, courage, humility and restraint.

The Bar Council of India expects full cooperation from all concerned.

fﬁm""}' M
fo Sen

Frincipal Secretary

Bar Council of India

Encl.
L Annexure A - Final standalone sworn affidavit af the stage of enrolment,

Z Annexure B - Final undertaking for students at admission and before
internship.

3, Annexure C - Final stakeholder declaration for State Bar Councils, Bar
Assoclations, law firms, chambers and Centres of Legal Education.

4  Annexure D - Final circular and request format for social media
inlermediaries and platforms.

5 Annexure E - Final format for approved poblic legal awareness content,

b Annexure F - Final disclomure and disclaimier format for legal awarensss
content creafors,



ANNEXURE A

FINAL STANDALONE SWORN AFFIDAVIT AT THE STACE OF
ENROLMENT

Berivation note, This affidavit records awareness of duties alrudy traceable to the
Preamble to Chapter 11, Part V1, Rules 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 17, 24, 36 and 37 of the Bar
Council of India Rules. It is declaratory, educative and evidentiary. It shall not by
itnelf operate a5 an additional ground to refuse. defer or deny onrolment, Sanad og
licence to practise bevond the Advocales Act, 1961 and validly notified Rules

Who shall fill this annexure

Every candidate sevking enrolment us an Advocate with the concerned State Bar
Cotncil.

Stage at which this annexure shall be executed
Mthmﬂxmnhhemu-nlmprm,ulshmdnlnmduhmﬁmm;mmrd.
awareness and future professional responsibility, without cresting any additional
=ubstantive eligtbility condition beyond the Advocaties Act, 7961 and the rules
validly framed thersunder.

L il son/daughter fepouse of

» aged about years, tesldent of

- presently seeking enrolment as an Advocate with
thie Bar Council of - do hereby solemnly affirm and
mnie as follows

L Thatlhave read and understood the Bar Council of India Clrovidar/ Circular
regording maini=nance of dignity, restraint and professional vthics Bn the
wile of sacial media by Advocates, law students and nterns, including the
provisions relating to reels, short videos, Court premises, Court
proceedings, chambers, judiclal bearings, lve-streamed procecdings,
professional work, Al genorated content, deepfake videos, voice cloped
audio and synthetic digital content.

Z  That | undertake to malntsin dignity, restraint, confidentiality and
professional responstbility in ol digital and social media conduct connecied
with Courts, Judges, counse], ltlgants, witnesses, victims, clients, chambers,
Court proceedings, professional work and the legal profession.

& That [ shall not creats, upload, publish, circulate, forward, repost, monetie
of use any reel. short video, edited dip, meme, dmmatle presentation,
promotional post, Al generated image, desplake video, voice cloned audia,
lace swappid visual. synthetic avatar, manipulated sereenshot or synthetic
conlent depicling or purporting 1o depict any Judge, Court, Tribural,
counsel, litigant, witness, victim, ellent, Court officer, Court proceeding,
chamber discussion or professional interaction in o false, misfeading,
mocking,  sensational, scandalising, defamatory, privacy  invasive,
confidential or professionally improper manner,

That T shall not record, photograph, publish or circulate any Court
wf procevding, virtual hearing, client conferonce, chamber discussion, case file,
 couse list, pleading, draft. rescarch note. case strategy. seftiement
discussion, mediation makesial or professional communication except




where mxpresaly permilted by law, Court rules and professional ethics.

a lelﬂuﬂmmuuhu.hndhﬂmﬂmmmmrﬁdmmnﬁu
ﬂmmmmwm-mdmmcuuﬂdmgeﬁﬂm
Mlentity of being an Advocate for indirect advertising,  solicitation,
mﬂﬂm!httimnglm.ﬂluhﬂmfulhwuﬂakhﬂ. personal branding or
cantent inconsistent with the dignity of the profession.

6. That 1 understand that erdinary personal freedom of expression is net
prohibited, but that such freedom cannot be used to lower the dignity of
Courts, breach confidentiality, misuse professional Identity, solicit work,
invade privicy; mislead the public or projudice the administration of fustice.

7. That I understand that breach of this undertaklng may be considered in

_J'_I-- -

sccordance with the Advocates Acl, 1961, the Bar Council of India Rules,
Court rules, applicable law and principles of natural justice.

Verification
Vertfiod  at an  this day of

- ., 20___ that the contents of this affidavit are troe

-_:ﬁlldmna:th:mr knowledge and belief and nothing matorial has been concealed

Sl



Derivation note, This undertuking is framed for legal education, internship
disciplie and professional training. It draws from the sime professional
standards which students must learn bofare enbering the Bar, particularly
dignity towards Courts, confidentiality, non salicitation, proper use of robes
and professional identity, and aveidance of unauthorised practice of law,

Who shall fill this annexure
Every student enrolled in LLB, LLM., Ph.D,, certificate, diploma or any
other law related coupse,

Stage at which this annexure shall be executed

Separately ot the time of admission and again before commencement of
every internship or institutional placement.
L » student of

enrolled in course, hereby underlske as
fallaws:

L. That [ have read and understood the Bar Council of India circular on
social media conduct, Court decorum, confidentiality, internship
ethics, Al generated content, deepfakes, voice cloned audio and
synthetic content.

4 That [ shall not make reels, videos, photographs, posts, stories, viogs,
live streams or similar content inside Court premises, Court corridars.
Eumtmnu.ﬂnrmchamhm,lnwuﬂim,lnwﬂmﬁ,lngﬂ add
offices or any internship location without express written permission
and subject to Court rules and professional ethics,

4. That [ shall not record, photograph, publish or circulate hearings,
virtual proceedings. chamber discussicons, cllent conferences, case files,
plendings, briefs, drafis, legal opinions, research assignments,
settlement discussions, mediation discuassions, cause lists, judicial
data, client details, witness details, victim detalls or any sensitive
professionnl material,

4. ThatIshall not create or circulate lawyer life reals, day in Court videos,
day in chamber videos, internship reveal posts, case file content,
courtroam drama content, Al generated images, deepfake videos,
veice cloned audio, synthetic clips or manipulated content depicting
Courts, Judges, counsel, litigants, witnesses, victims, clients or Courl

#{:-",::; o o P orvedings,

e |

1~J{ 3. | That 1 shall not use internship access, chamber access, Court visits,
"t robes, Court signage, senior chambers, law firm spaces, files or
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professional  identity  for self-promotion,  follower seeking,
glamourisation, indirect solicitation or content inconsistent with the
dignity of the profession

That | shall comply with all directions of the Court, Centre of Legal
Education, internship coordinator, chamber, law firm, Advocate
Senior Advocate, Law Officer, Tribunal, public authority or institution

where [ am placed.

Thot | understand that breach of this undertaking may resull in
withdrawal of internship, reporting to the Centre of Legal Edutation,
reporting bo the Bar Council or any other action permissible in law and
Institutional rules.

Signature of student

Nam

Course and vear

F:-&FIE

TN,

L]
"l

=¥ '_}".
s e Cgpuntersignasture of Faculty /Internship Coordinator where required



ANNEXURE C

STAKEHOLDER DECLARATION FOR ADOFTION OF SOCIAL MEDIA
CONDUCT I'RINCITLES

Derivation pote. This declaration s an institutional adoption of existing
professional duties under Chapter 11, Part V1 of the Bar Council of India Buoles, It
s intended to assist education, reporting, counselling and proportionale referral,
and not to crente o parallel disciplinary forum cutelde the Advocates Act, 1961,

Whao shall fill this annexure
The nuthorised representative of the concened Stite Bar Council, Bar Association,
law firm, chamber, Cenire of Legal Education, legal aid body or begal institution.

Stage ot which this annexure shall be sxgcuted

At the time of adoption and circulation of this circular and whenever called for by
thee Bar Council of India, State Bar Council or competent authaority,

We, » bredrygs o State Bar Councilf Bar Association,’ law
firm / chumber/Centre of Legal Education/legal institation, hereby adopt the
social media conduct principles issued by the Bar Courncll of Indla snd undertake
o promobe responsible digital conduct in the legal profession

We shall circulate the circolar, conduct ordentation or sensitisation sessions,
missse of Court premises, robis, chambers, cllent materal and
prafessional identity, and encourage approvid public legal awarenwss content

which Is accurate, dignifisd, non-promotionsl and non-sensational,

We shall designate s Social Medla Ethies Nodal Dfficer or monitoring group, as
teasible, 1o recelve concerns, preserve basic evidence, counsel first time violators,
request voluntary deletion where approprate, and refer serivus or repented
violations to the competant authority.

Wi shall not use this declaration as a iool for personal rivaley, consorship of lawful
criticism. or moral policing. The focus shall memain on Court dignity,
confidentiullty, privacy, prevention of sollcitation, prevention of Al/deepfake
misuse and preservalion of professional ethics,

i E]F[l'l.ﬂl'l.l.l'!'.!.'l'l.d.!rEﬂl
ey

£ i e
2= Nirde and designation



ANNEXURE D

FINAL CIRCULAR AND REQUEST FORMAT FOR SOCIAL MEDIA
INTERMEDIARIES AND PLATFORMS

Derivation note, This format is only a request and escalation template for
lawiul platform review, It does not confer adjudicatory power on any
intermediary. Any professional consequence against an Advocate shall
remain subject to the Advocates Act, 1961, the Bar Council of India Rules
and principles of natural justice.
Whao shall fill this annexure

The authorsed signatory, Nodal Officer or designated officer of the
concerned Court, Bar Council, Bar Association, Centre of Legal Education,
chamber, law firm, legal aid body, affected institution or affacted pemson
minking a lawful request.

Stage al which this annexure shall be executed
Al the time of secking platform action, affer preserving the URL, handle,
screenshots and basic particulars of the offeriding content.

To,

The Grievance Officer Nodal Officer/ Authorisad Officer
Name of Intermedlary/ platform

Sub: Request for action in relation to offending content concerning

Courts, Judges, counsel, litigants, Cour proceedings or the legal
prafession

Sip™Ma'am,

It i brought to your notice that the following content hosted or clreulatod
on your platform appears to concern Courts; Judges, counsel, litigants,
witnesses, victims, clients, Court proceedings, chamber work or confidential
tegal material and may be false, misleading, Al generated, devpiake, voloe
cloned, synthetic, privacy invasive, defamatory, contemptuous; confidential
or inconsistent with professional ethics;

URL/handle /link

Lhale and time noticed
Briel description of offending content

Mature of concemn, including Al generated/doepfake/ voice
e, tloned fsynthetic/ misleading / confidential / privacy
=5 vasive/ solicitation/ Court dignity issue
l-"ull'l [kt |
" You ure requested to examine the matter and take appropriate action in
‘-=1 #t ‘accordance with the Information Technology Act, 2000, the Information
Technology (Intermediary Goidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
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2021, a5 amended from time to time, your platform policies and applicalble
law. You arealso requested to preserve relevant records, metadata and logs

to the extent permissible in law, in case the matter is requited for lawful
proceedings,
_ This requedt is without prejudice o the rights and remedies of the affected
F,.i;'l.-__ -, person, Court, Bar Council, Bar Assoclation or any competent authority,
ey 4 1

:I!Er, !:..u'.- - :':i)ﬂun. sincerely,
Authorised signatory



ANNEXURE E
FINAL FORMAT FOR APPROVED PUBLIC LEGAL AWARENESS
CONTENT

Derivation note. This format permits sthical legal literacy while keeping the
cantent within Rule 36, Rule 37 and the duties of dignity, confidentiality and fai
conduct. Approval of swsseness content shall not be treated as endorsement of the
professional superiority of any Individual Advocate.

Whao shall fill this annexure
The institution, Bar Association, Centre of Legal Education, chamber, Taw firm,

Stage at which this annexure shall be executed
Before publication, upload, cincalation or dizssmination of the approvied legal
awareness content. with the script. spurce material and approval record 1o be

premerved,
L Topic of proposed content

2 Name of institution/ Bar Associnltion/ Centre of
Education/chamber/law firm/lepal aid body preparing the content

4 Purpose of conlent, namely legal literacy, public legal awareness,
constitutional literacy, procedusal awarenews, legal ald, medistion
awareness, cvber safuty or responsible legal education

4 Confirmation that memrhmnpmnﬂmm.nmnﬂmm‘mg,m
sensational, accurate, respectful to Courts and inatiiutions and does not
disclose confidential ar personal data withait lawful basis

3. Confirmation thatno real Judge, Court proceeding, litigant, witnoss, victim,

client, case file, chamber discussion or privileged communication s
depicted without lawful autharity

B. Enrd’.&muﬂmiﬂmlmjmum&nﬂlgﬁmhdmi}'nﬂwﬂc:mhmm
clearly labelled as illustrative, fictional or Al generated and does ot

impersonate any roal person or meal proceeding
7. Name and deslgnation of approving authority

B Dateof approval

ﬁﬁnﬁ Flatform where proposed to be uploaded ar circilated

Fll

S

!
"'"'TH';'H Record of script, visuals and approval to be preserved by the institution



Whao shall fill this annexure

The legal awareness content croator, including an erwolled Advacate, law beacher,
law student, intern, ressarcher, Bar Association, Centro of Liseal Bducation, law
firm, chamber, legal aid body or ather logal institution, as applicable.

Stage at which this armexure shall be executed
Before uploading or circulating legnl awareness content. The disclosure or

disclaimer should be reflected in the caprtion, description, profile, wobstte, video,
pester or accompanying matorial whenrver feasibls,

1. MName of creator or irstituticn,

2 Swtus of croator, namely enrolled Advocate, law teacher, law studens,
Interr, restarcher, Har Assoclation, Centre of Letgal Education, law Frm.
chamber, legal aid body or other tnstiestion,

3 For erwolled Advocutis, concarned State Bar Council, enrolment number or
ather verifiehle professional identifier, hroad ares of practice where
rebevant, and years of standing enly if stated ncourately,

% For lnw students, interns and researchers, clear statement that the crealor is
et holding himself or herself out as an Advecate oras a porion authorised

to practise law.

% Discloimer that the content i for general legal awarensss or academic
discossion only and is not legal advice for any individual case,

b Dhsclaimer that legal ouicomes depend on facts, documnis, applicable law,
borum. evidence, limitation. procedurs and judicial discretion, and that no
outcome i gruaranieed.

7 Reference, wherever foasible, 1o the relevant statutory provision, rube
notification, circular, judgment or official source relied upon.

&  Swtement that ne confidental client Information, case Pilpors, case
numbers, privileged communication, sensitive personal data, Identity
documenits or material from & pending matter is being disclosed without
lawtul authority,

.} Disclosure where Al tals have been used to generate or wubstantially
“ 1 modify images, videos, volceovers, posters, summaries, avatars, capticns or
* 4 Mustrative legal content.

Confirmation that any Jlustrative Court scene, client story, lejzal dislogus,
image or audio visual matedal s fictional or anonymised and does not
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impersanate any roal fudge, Court, Advocate, litigant, witness, victim, client
or procesding.

1. Confirmation that the content does not contain clickbai guarantees,
fabticated testimondals, fuke engagement, false claima of appearance, fakse
clairmn of success, fake judgments, manipulated rdes or any material
inconsistent with the dignity of the lepal profession.

s - Record of sctipt, source material, Al disclonure, approval and opload link to
..,a.,l be preserved by the crestor or institution for reasorabli verification a
n.m'-".::",! lawtul complaint is recefvid.




