
Call For Papers 

The ‘UGC Centre for Australian and New Zealand Studies’, Himachal Pradesh University, 

Shimla is organizing a two day Interdisciplinary International Conference on 25th and 26th 

October 2018 on  

Multicultural Present and Political Identities:  

Australia and India 

One of the most urgent and compelling issues to be addressed in contemporary times is to match political 

equality with social and cultural differences. Australian social structure resonates with the strands of 

indigeneity, colonialism and diasporic dispersals and India stands unique with a fusion of variegated 

religions, languages and culture. As such, these two democratic states which exemplify a multicultural 

present that encapsulates the notion of multicultural nations/ scenario in contemporary times, too cannot 

escape this complexity mentioned. Multiculturalism which thrives on social and cultural location of its 

people wherein variations are accommodated and there is a provision for equal rights for each individual 

regardless of race and ethnicity seems to be the answer. This brings into focus the minorities and the 

diversities within the nation state, and the questions about the universal and the specific. Also, however, it 

brings forth the problem of the collective/ community rights versus individual ones. As such while 

striving for a balance between numerous religious, ethnic and linguistic identities, both in Australia and 

India, there is a growing effort to define a common political identity. 

The present conference aims to dwell upon the issue of “Inclusion in the National Political 

Space” of Australia and India. For this, investing in multiculturalism emerges as core element 

that treasures cultural diversity and a societal structure is envisaged including in itself different 

communities with a common political identity while “retaining their cultural provenance”. With 

this view we wish to open debates - whether multiculturalism is a possibility in contemporary 

turbulent times, how a single political identity is possible or varied ideologies need to flourish in 

the form of ‘salad bowl’ or ‘cultural mosaic’. The comparison between Australia and India as 

regards this tension is indeed intriguing and complex, which too remains the objective of the 

conference. Papers are, hence, invited on the following sub- themes which focus on Australian 

literature, politics, culture and society and may also bring in comparisons with India.  

Sub- Themes 

 Politics of difference 

 Race, ethnicity and immigration 

 Multicultural literatures  

 Societal cultures and cultural membership 

 Minority rights, minority cultures and the nation state 

 Multiculturalism and nation state 

 Equality and citizens 



 Language rights and land claims 

 Diversity versus discrimination- films and media 

 Forced assimilation vis-à-vis integration 

 Collective rights and collective identity  

 Silencing the other 

 Anglo- conformity model- a bane or a boon 

 

Interested participants are requested to send an abstract of around 200-250 words by 15th 

September 2018 at the IDs given below and full paper may be submitted at the time of 

presentation. 

Shimla, the summer capital of the British rule in colonial times is known for its historical 

significance and rich scenic splendour. Located at a distance of 360 km to the north of Delhi, 

Shimla is well connected by rail, road and air (air travel is subjected to the weather conditions). 

The temperature in October is usually between min of 14
0 

and maximum of 20
0
 C  

The hospitality will be provided at Himachal Pradesh University by the Centre. Due to financial 

limitations it may not be possible to reimburse T.A. of all the participants. 

Registration fee (to be submitted in cash at the registration desk on 25
th

 October): 

Foreign delegates= $ 60.00 

Indian Outstation delegates (with accommodation) = Rs.2000/-   

Indian delegates (without accommodation) = Rs.1500/-    

Research Scholars= Rs. 1000/- 

 

 

Regards 

Prof. Neelima Kanwar                                                                        Ms. Kesang Youdon 

Seminar Coordinator                                                                           Project Associate 

neelima.canz@gmail.com                                                              pacanz.hpu@gmail.com 
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