M.A. ENGLISH Total Marks: 20 for M.A. (CBCS)
15 for M.A. (OS)
ASSIGNMENTS QUESTIONS

Note: 1. Students enrolled in M.A. English (CBCS) will attempt any four of the following questions in each
course.
2. Students enrolled in M.A. English (Old Syllabus) will attempt any three of the following questions in
each course.
3. Each question is to be answered in about 250 words and carries five marks.
4. Only handwritten answers will be evaluated.
5. Assignment questions are given for only those courses that are offered by us in each semester.

SEMESTER- |
Course- | History of English Literature from Chaucer to 1800
1. Write an essay on Chaucer as a chronicler of the society of his times.
2. Who are the University Wits? Discuss their contribution to English Drama.
3. Discuss critically the influence of Renaissance on English literature.
4. Discuss the factors responsible for decline of drama in the Jacobean age.
5. Trace the growth of the rise of the novel in 18" century England.

Course-11 Poetry from Chaucer to Pope

1. Discuss Chaucer as a representative poet of 14" century.

2. Discuss John Donne as a metaphysical poet. Elaborate citing examples from the poems given in the
syllabus.

3. Discuss Milton as a poet with special reference to his poems prescribed in the syllabus.

4.  What are the biblical themes presented in Milton’s Paradise Lost Bookl.

5. Comment on Rape of the Lock as a mock epic.

Course —I11 Shakespeare and his Contemporaries

Discuss the character of Doctor Faustus.

Comment upon the Prospero-Caliban relationship in The Tempest.

Discuss Twelfth Night as a comedy.

Discuss Doctor Faustus as a morality play.

Explain the vision of morality and justice as presented by Ben Johnson in the Volpone.
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Course- IV Nineteenth Century Fiction

Comment on the Catherine- Heathcliff relationship in Wuthering Heights.
Hard Times is a poignant critique of the Victorian Age. Discuss.

Discuss The Mill on the Floss as a realistic social novel.

Write a character sketch of Tess in the Tesss of the D’ Urbervilles.
Discuss the literary characteristics of 19" century fiction.
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M.A. ENGLISH Total Marks: 20 for M.A. (CBCS)
15 for M.A. (OS)
ASSIGNMENTS QUESTIONS

Note: 1. Students enrolled in M.A. English (CBCS) will attempt any four of the following questions in each
course.
2. Students enrolled in M.A. English (Old Syllabus) will attempt any three of the following questions in
each course.
3. Each question is to be answered in about 250 words and carries five marks.

4. Only handwritten answers will be evaluated.
5. Assignment questions are given for only those courses that are offered by us in each semester.

SEMESTER-II

Course- V: History of English Literature: 19" and 20" Century

1. What are the main characteristics of Romantic age?
2. What are the differences between Romantic and Neo-Classical period?
3. Explain the phrase “Victorian Compromise”.
4. Write a critical note on Modern poetry.
5. Explain the following terms in a few sentences:
i. Gothic poetry ii Stream of Consciousness iii Dadaism iv Avant-garde Movement v Surrealism

Course- VI: Romantic and Victorian Poetry

1. Discuss Coleridge as a poet of supernaturalism.

2. Compare and contrast the approach of life in “Ulysses” and “The Lotus Eaters”.

3. Write a note on Wordsworth’s view of childhood as expressed in the “Ode: Intimation of Immortality”.
4. Attempt a critical appreciation of “My Last Duchess”.

5. What is an Ode?

Course- VII: Modern Fiction

What is ‘stream of consciousness technique’ as used by Virginia Woolf in Mrs Dalloway.

What is Oedipus complex? Highlight its prevalence in Sons and Lovers.

Discuss symbols used in the novel A Passage to India.

Discus the character of Paul Morel in Sons and Lovers.

In Heart of darkness, Kurtz represents Conrad’s views on human awareness and motives. Discuss.
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Course- VIII: Growth and Structure of English Language

1. What is a phoneme? Describe its relevant features.
Discuss the classification of consonants and vowels.
3. Distinguish between the following with illustrations:
i. Morphs ii Allomorphs iii Vowels iv Diphthongs
4. Which are the main processes of word-formation in English?
5. What is stress and what are its types. Elaborate with examples.
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M.A. ENGLISH Total Marks: 20 for M.A. (CBCS)
15 for M.A. (OS)
ASSIGNMENTS QUESTIONS

SEMESTER-I1II

Note: 1. Students enrolled in will attempt any four of the following questions in each course.

2. Students enrolled in M.A. English (Old Syllabus) will attempt any three of the following questions in

each course.

3. Each question is to be answered in about 250 words and carries five marks.

4. Only handwritten answers will be evaluated.

5. Assignment questions are given for only those courses that are offered by us in each semester.
6. Course XII is for old syllabus, Course XllI-i is for M.A. English (CBCS)

7. Syllabus for AEC MENG 308 is appended with this file.

Course IX: Literary Criticism

1.
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Explain Aristotle’s concept of an ideal tragic hero.

Discuss Dryden’s comparison of the English and French drama in his Essay of Dramatic Poesy.
Explain the concept of ‘meter’ and “diction’ in Biographia Literaria by Coleridge.

Discuss main ideas in Arnold’s “The Function of Criticism in the Present Time”.

Elaborate T.S. Eliot’s views on Historical Sense in Tradition and Individual Talent.

Course X: Modern British and American Poetry

1.
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Narrate how the storm outside is reflected in the poet’s mind in the poem “A Prayer for my Daughter” by
Yeats.

Discuss main ideas in Eliot’s The Waste Land.

Give the significance of the title of the poem “The Unknown Citizen”.

Write a critical analysis of the poem “A Passage to India” by Walt Whitman.

Discuss various themes in the poem “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost.

Course XI: Modern British Drama

1.
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Discuss the significance of the title of the play Arms and the Man by G.B. Shaw.
How is the idea of capitalism expressed in Oscar Wilde’s An Ideal Husband?
Discuss the theme of martyrdom in the Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral.

What are the various themes in Sergeant Musgraves’s Dance by John Arden.
Discuss the role of chorus in T. S. Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral.

Course XI1/XI11-i: World Fiction

1.
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Write a character-sketch of Raskolinkov in Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment.

Discuss main ideas in Hemingway’s Old Man and the Sea.

Describe the narrator’s search for her identity in Atwood’s Surfacing.

Discuss the post-colonial concerns in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.

Elaborate the significance of the Hanuman House in V.S. Naipaul’s A House for Mr. Biswas.

Course: Literary Terms AEC MENG 308

Describe any four of the following literary terms with suitable examples in about 250 words each:
. Chorus 8. Heroic Couplet

. Blank Verse 9. Paradox

. Elegy 10. Imagery

Ode

. Hyperbole

. Metre

. Ballad
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Ability Enhancement Course for MA 111 Sem
COURSE: Ability Enhancement Course
Course Name: Literary Terms
Course Code: AEC MENG 308 (Compulsory, Non-CGPA) Max. Marks: 100
Credits: 4
Book Prescribed:
1. A Glossary of Literary Terms, (Eleventh Ed.) by M. H. Abrams and Geoffrey Galt Harpham (List of terms
prescribed are appended)

2. Indian Literary Criticism: Theory and Interpretation by G. N. Devy (Prescribed page humbers appended)

3. Sanskrit Non-Translatables: The Importance of Sanskritizing English by Rajiv Malhotra and Satyanarayana
Dasa Babaji (Prescribed page numbers appended)

Objectives of the Course: The course is designed to acquaint the students with the nuances of significant literary
terms, an understanding of which is imminent for specialization in English Language and Literature. Knowledge of
literary terms goes a long way in honing the ability of the students, in relation to their field of specialization and the
choice of career.

Course Outcomes: The course will familiarize the students with the technical know-how of reading, understanding
and critically appreciating literature in specific and assessing life in general. The course shall, hence, add immense
practical value to the professional and personal repertoire of the students.

Pattern of Testing: The course is Non-CGPA, thus, the evaluation shall be completely internal. The pattern of Mid-
term examination shall be at the discretion of the teachers teaching the course.

Sr. Examination Marks
No.

1. Internal Assessment 20
2. End of Semester Examination 80

Pattern of Testing:

1. The Question Paper shall be set in a way that each of the three sections is given 33 percent weightage each
(27 marks out of 80).

2. Ample internal choice should be offered to the students in each section.

3. The questions shall be based on the literary terms, asking the students to elaborate the terms along with
suitable examples.

4. No Question shall be set from the sections marked “For Background Reading.”

5. The paper shall be of 80 marks for Regular and ICDEOL students and of 100 marks for Private students.

Suggested Readings:

Auger, Peter. The Anthem Dictionary of Literary Terms and Theory. London: Anthem Press, 2010.

Baldick, Chris. The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms. USA: Oxford University Press, 2001.

Cuddon, J.A. and M.A.R. Habib. A Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory (5" Edition). Wiley Blackwell,
2013.

Childs, Peter and Roger Fowler. The Routledge Dictionary of Literary Terms. London: Routledge, 2006.

Kapoor, Kapil. Literary Theory: Indian Conceptual Framework. Affiliated East-West Press Limited, 2012.



M.A. ENGLISH Total Marks: 20 for M.A. (CBCS)
15 for M.A. (OS)

ASSIGNMENTS QUESTIONS

Note: 1. Students enrolled in M.A. English (CBCS) will attempt any four of the following questions in each
course.
2. Students enrolled in M.A. English (Old Syllabus) will attempt any three of the following questions in
each course.
3. Each question is to be answered in about 250 words and carries five marks.
4. Only handwritten answers will be evaluated.

5. Assignment questions are given for only those courses that are offered by us in each semester.
6. Course-XV is for Old Syllabus; Course-XV-ii is for MA English (CBCS)

SEMESTER-IV
Course- XI11: Contemporary Literary Theory

Write a note of feminism as evident in Elaine Showalter’s prescribed essay.

Discuss Saussure’s concept of "langue" and "parole".

Discuss how “Time”, “Narrative” and “Nation” are interrelated according to Homi. K. Bhabha.
Discuss “cultural production” according to J. H. Miller.

Discuss main ideas in Barthes’ “The Death of the Author”.
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Course- XIV: Indian Writing in English

1. How is the struggle for freedom fictionalised in Kanthapura?

2. What do you think is the central theme of R.K Narayan’s Vendor of Sweets? How has it been developed in
the novel?

3. Write a short essay on Anita Desai’s art of story-telling in Clear Light of Day.

4. Evaluate A, K. Ramanujan’s contribution to Indian poetry written in English.

5. Discuss Nissim Ezekiel’s “Enterprise”.

Course- XV/XV-ii: American Drama

Do you think ‘Death of a Salesman’ is an Aristotelian tragedy?

Write an essay on the Glass Menagerie as a memory play.

Discuss Who is Afraid of Virginia Woolf as a play belonging to the ‘Theatre of the Absurd’.
Discuss ‘Desire Under the Elms’ as a classical tragedy.

Write a note on the structure of ‘Death of a Salesman .
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Course- XVI: Indian Writing in Translation

Is Abhijnanshakuntam a tragedy or a comedy? Discuss.
Justify the title of the novel Tamas.

What are the main themes in Rudali? Discuss critically.
Discuss various women characters in the play Luna.

What are the main themes in U.R. Ananthamurthy’s Samskar.
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